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Stacy G. Found/Collegian 
UT-Brownsville Provost Alan Artibise explains which buildings on campus are owned by 
Texas Southmost College and which are owned by UTB during last Tuesday’s workshop 
on a proposal by the City of Brownsville for an urban campus for the university. The 
meeting was held at City Hall. 
Bryan romero/Collegian
Honoring Newtown victims
The Brownsville Children’s Museum, in collaboration 
with the Association of Children’s Museums and other 
museums across the country, contributed $1 from each 
admission Jan. 12 to help support families affected 
by the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 
Newtown, Conn. Monies raised will also benefit the 
EverWonder Children’s Museum of Newtown.
Kaylean Padilla, a 6-year-
old IDEA Academy student, 
writes her name and a brief 
message on a flag to be 
displayed at the EverWonder 
Children’s Museum in 
Newtown, Conn., in support 
of the children and families of 
the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School tragedy. 
Joe molina/Collegian Photos
During a workshop last Tuesday, Brownsville Mayor 
Tony Martinez presented the city’s proposal to keep 
UT-Brownsville downtown, as well as additional site 
possibilities that surfaced after the possible merger with 
UT- Pan American was announced.
“We also submitted an interim plan that if they 
wanted to utilize any buildings downtown that we could 
accommodate them in various fashions by virtue of 
renovating or leasing at the appropriate times,” Martinez 
told the public at City Hall.
In the proposal submitted to the University of Texas 
System, Martinez said the city has looked at various 
options such as city properties and placed ads in the 
newspaper for people who were interested in selling land 
to the university. 
Among the properties Martinez mentioned was a 17.4-
acre plot that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is looking 
to trade for other property.
Another potential location is about 80 acres located 






“...If the regents are 
to be convinced that 
that is a good option, we 
need to get on the upper 
side of 300 acres.”
--UTB Provost Alan Artibise on considering 
new locations for the university 
Changes may be coming to Valley 
Metro Bus Route 45, which transports 
students from northern Cameron 
County to the UTB/TSC campus.
During a meeting in the university’s 
Education and Business Complex 
last Thursday, Boris Palchik, a 
senior associate with the Boston-
based transportation planning firm 
Nelson Nygaard, introduced a plan to 
streamline the route by eliminating 
stops in Los Fresnos.
Palchik serves as a consultant to 
Bus route may change
Valley Metro might halt stops in Los Fresnos 
     to cut ride time 
By Alex Rodriguez
ThE COLLEGIAN 
See BUS, Page  7
ON CAMPUS2 January 21, 2013the collegIan
 Announcements
 Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Dec. 20 and Jan. 3.
Spring Tardeada
The Office of Student Life will host 
a Welcome Back Tardeada at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Education and Business 
Complex courtyard for all students. For 
more information, call Student Life at 
882-5138 or send an e-mail to studentlife@
utb.edu.
MuSic claSSeS
The Music Academy offers private 
lessons and group instruction for violin, 
guitar, piano, voice, cello, percussions, flute 
and more beginning Tuesday. Classes are 
available for those ages 5 and older. Price 
and time vary.  For more information, call 
the Music Academy at 882-7702.
drug War panel
A panel discussion titled “The Media, the 
U.S.-Mexico Border and the Drug 
War,” is scheduled at 7 p.m. in the SET-B 
third-floor conference room. Panelists will 
be Melissa del Bosque, a reporter for the 
Texas Observer; Sergio Chapa, a reporter 
for Action 4 News; and Guadalupe Correa-
Cabrera, Government Department chair 
and assistant professor. Admission is free. 
For more information, call Correa-Cabrera 
in 882-3876.
HealTHy KidS club
Healthy Communities of Brownsville 
will host a “Healthy Kids Club” booth 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday at the 
Brownsville Farmer’s Market, located 
in Linear Park at Sixth and Ringgold streets. 
The event will feature a brief presentation 
on healthy eating, after which children will 
be taught how to make healthy snacks. 
UTB/TSC students will volunteer at the 
event. For more information, call Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville Director Rose 
Timmer at 882-5067.
Flu VaccineS
Student Health Services will administer 
flu vaccines to students and university 
employees from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. starting 
Jan. 31. For more information, call Student 
Health Services at 882-3896.
guiTar claSSeS
UTB/TSC will offer guitar classes from 11 
to 11:50 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays in Eidman Hall 204. For more 
information, call adjunct faculty member 
Jonathan Dotson at 882-7969, or e-mail 
him at jonathan.dotson@utb.edu.
pWS ScHolarSHip
Professional Women Speak at UTB/
TSC is accepting applications until Feb. 15 
for a $500 scholarship. Applicants must be 
female U.S. citizens or resident aliens who 
are juniors, seniors or graduate students, 
have completed at least three semester credit 
and have a 3.0 grade-point average or higher. 
Applications are available in room 230 of the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library. For 
more information, call Professional Women 
Speak President Olga Garcia at 882-7015.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Thursday, Dec. 20
4:22 a.m.: A U.S. Border Patrol agent 
reported that two illegal immigrants had 
broken a water pipe in the greenhouse by 
the Physical Plant while they were running 
away from him. The agent said the agency 
transported the immigrants to the Border 
Patrol Station in Olmito and turned off the 
flow valve to the storage tank after the pipe 
was broken. The estimated value of the pipe 
is $50.
9:45 a.m.: A Campus Police officer 
escorting a staff member to the Business 
Office in Tandy Hall for a deposit reported 
that the staff member accidentally hit her 
head with the trunk of a vehicle. 
Monday, Dec. 24
2:30 p.m.: An American Customer Care 
employee reported that one of her employees 
was feeling ill. The ill employee said he could 
not see, felt dizzy and requested emergency 
medical services to take him to a hospital.  
Monday, Dec. 31
1:35 p.m.: A man reported that he believed 
his Chevrolet Aveo was stolen while it was 
parked in the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center.
Wednesday, Jan. 2
10:16 a.m.: A woman reported witnessing 
a white Ford Expedition hit a green Dodge 
Stratus in Lot Z and then leave. A photograph 
of the Ford Expedition was provided to 
campus police. Campus police searched the 
university parking lots for the white car but 
with no success. Neither car was registered 
with the university.
Thursday, Jan. 3
9:51 a.m.: An employee of American 
Customer Care reported that an animal 
jumped out and scratched his face while 
he was disposing of trash days before in a 
bin outside the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. He said 
he was going to see a doctor to get checked 
but felt fine. 
10:59 a.m.: A manager of the Center for 
Early Childhood Studies reported smoke 
coming from the janitor’s room. The smoke 
appeared to come out of a pump motor that 
was mounted on the wall adjacent to a water 
heater. A Physical Plant employee reported 
he would replace the damaged water heater 
return pump. 
12:12 p.m.: A Campus Recreation employee 
reported finding a knife while cleaning 
out lockers in the men’s locker room of the 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center. 
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
Name: Mu Alpha Nu, a social fraternity
Established: 2009
Purpose: To help entering freshmen or 
current students find who they are and 
help them through the college experience 
by networking and becoming more social.
President: Grady Lunsford
Vice President: Rolando Ocañas
Secretary: Giovani Rodriguez
Treasurer: Damon Hicks
Social Chair Coordinator: Fabian 
Stevens
Historian: Robert Brown
Adviser: Chemistry and Environmental 
Sciences Associate Professor Arnulfo Mar
Community Service: Beach cleanups, 
street cleanups and school events such as 
the “MLK Day of Service.”
Meetings: No specific times and dates 
have been scheduled.
Membership requirements: Must 
have at least a 2.5 grade-point average, 
must pledge the Mu Alpha Nu fraternity 
and be in good standing with the 
university.
Dues: $100 per semester
For more information:  call Assistant 
Pledge Master Frank Corral at 525-8009 
or e-mail him at corralfrank8@gmail.com.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Members of Mu Alpha Nu include (front row, from left) Frank Corral, Michael Espinoza, J.D. 
De Leon and Social Chair Coordinator Fabian Stevens. Second row: Rolando Garza, President 
Grady Lunsford, Ernie Thibodeaux, Wynton Macklin, and Robert Brown.
  Club Spotlight 
Stacy G. Found/Collegian 
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Dr. Norman “Joe” Binder, a 
longtime UTB/TSC professor who 
retired in 2007, died Jan. 10 at age 
72.  
Dr. Binder served the university 
for 34 years. He joined Pan American 
University at Brownsville as a 
professor in the Social Sciences 
Department in 1973, according to 
the Office of News and Information. 
During his career, he served as chair 
of the Political Science and Social 
Sciences departments, director of the 
Office of Assessment and Evaluation 
and the University Experience, 
and was a valuable participant on 
countless university committees. He 
also served as interim chair of the 
Criminal Justice Department before 
retiring in 2007.
“He was an encyclopedia of 
knowledge about the university, its 
history, and its rules and processes,” 
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. 
García said in a letter released by the 
Office of News and Information. “But 
no matter how busy he was, he always 
took the time to listen to colleagues 
and students alike, gently offering his 
insights and suggestions. He made a 
difference.”
His passion for teaching, his 
dynamic classroom style, and his 
sincere interest in students and 
colleagues made him an influential 
and memorable figure. 
Dr. Binder was born Aug. 7, 1940 
near Beulah, N.D. He was the son of 
William and Lydia Binder. He married 
Arlene Brown of Tilden, Neb., on Feb. 
3, 1962.
After graduating from Beulah 
High School, he worked in telegraph 
communications with Burlington-
Northern railroad. He later attended 
the University of North Dakota, where 
he earned a bachelor of arts degree in 
1969. He then attended the University 
of Arizona, earning his master of 
arts in government in 1971 and his 
doctorate in political science in 1974. 
Dr. Binder had a lifelong hunger 
for travel. He visited five continents, 
nearly 200 countries and all 50 states 
of the U.S. during his lifetime. Trips 
into Mexico and Central America 
were particular favorites. Those 
fortunate enough to accompany him 
on any of his travels can testify to 
his contagious enthusiasm for seeing 
new places, tasting new foods, and 
most of all, interacting with people. 
Norman Binder, 72, professor
He also loved working in his gardens, 
and found time between journeys to 
become a certified master gardener 
in 2008. Many fine meals over the 
years came from or were enhanced by 
ingredients from the back yard.  
Above all else Dr. Binder enjoyed 
spending time with his family and 
countless friends. He was a greatly 
loved and respected husband, father, 
brother, grandfather, in-law, teacher, 
friend and community member. His 
generosity was boundless and felt by 
many, and continues as a tissue donor 
for those in need. 
Dr. Binder is survived by his wife 
of 50 years, Arlene, their two sons: 
Lance of Memphis, Tenn., and Brad 
of Brownsville; three grandchildren: 
Paulina, Brandon and Rebekah; 
his brothers and sisters: Walter of 
Sidney, Mont.; Wilma of Bismarck, 
N.D.; Raymond of Chamberlain, S.D. 
; Norine Paulson of Waseca, Minn.; 
Marge Kohm of Plains, Mont.; Janis 
Bennett of Red Bluff, Calif.; Merlin 
of Brownsville; and, numerous nieces 
and nephews. 
A service of remembrance was held 
Jan.15 at Sunset Funeral Home in Los 
Fresnos.
A scholarship endowment in 
memory of Dr. Binder will be 
established at UTB. Gifts can be sent 
to: UTB Division of Institutional 
Advancement, 80 Fort Brown, 
Brownsville, Texas 78520. Donations 
in his memory are also welcome at the 
American Heart Association or the 
American Diabetes Association.   
Seeking law students
Ward Farnsworth, dean of the University of 
Texas School of Law, speaks to students about 
applying to the school during a visit to UTB/
TSC last Wednesday. Founded in 1883, the 
UT-Austin School of Law is one of the oldest 
law schools in the nation. With an enrollment 
of 1,200 doctor of jurisprudence degree 
candidates, it is also one of the nation’s 
largest law schools. 
Business graduate student Carla Dixon asks whether the credit hours from her master’s will 
transfer to the UT-Austin School of Law during an information session on applying to the law 
school, held last Wednesday in Education and Business Complex 1.502. About two dozen 
people attended the session.
Bryan romero/Collegian Photos
>>Policy: Letters to the editor 
must include the name, classifi-
cation and phone number of the 
author or the letter cannot be 
published. Opinions expressed 
in The Collegian are those of 
writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Colle-
gian or UTB/TSC administrators. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit the letters. Send your let-
ters to collegian@utb.edu.
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letter to the editor
i Think
I still remember the first day 
of my first job. I felt like an 
outcast being the new employee. 
I didn’t know anyone. I had no 
friends.
How has the new grading policy affected you?
I  am appal led with  the 
behavior  of  most  of  the 
Republ ican U.S.  House 
of  Representat ives ’ 
members .
These  representat ives 
are  support ing 
mil l ionaires ,  and even 
bi l l ionaires ,  who do 
not  wish to  pay  even a 
modest ly  fa ir  share  of 
taxes  to  this  wonderful 
country  that  enabled 
them and their  ancestors 
to  become so  successful .
Oh,  yes!  Make i t  in  the 
great  United States  and 
then send your  money 
and jobs  overseas  so 
you can make even more 
money!
Sel f ish,  greedy and 
unpatr iot ic  are  those 
r ich  Americans--and 
the  Republ ican House 
members  who do their 
b idding.
 
Ruth E.  Wagner 
Brownsville  resident 
Stop the greed
My first job--opportunity 
for learning and growth
By Brenda Lopez
COLumNIsT
To begin with, looking for a job 
was difficult for me. I remember 
seeking job opportunities all 
across campus and even online. 
Every single week I would go 
by every department and go to 
every building looking for a job. 
Some departments had already 
hired the people they needed. 
Some weren’t hiring at the time.
Going to college is difficult 
if you don’t have money to buy 
the books you need, food and 
personal items. That’s why I 
wanted a job--to be independent, 
pay for my expenses and be 
more responsible.
I would get interviewed for 
the positions, but did not qualify 
for them. The main reason I 
wouldn’t get hired was because 
I had no work experience. But, 
I was a teenager full of hope. 
One morning, I was called 
from the User Support Services 
Department in the Arnulfo L. 
Oliveira Memorial Library. My 
soon-to-be boss told me that I 
got the position and would start 
working the next Tuesday. I was 
really excited about my first job, 
and I was looking forward to it.
My first day of work there, I 
thought my boss was going to 
train me and tell me what to do. 
As I sat on a chair, I realized that 
I had to learn on my own. I would 
ask my co-workers to explain 
the duties I was assigned, but 
didn’t feel comfortable asking 
for help because I was new. 
As time went on, I learned to 
become more professional. I 
had my ups and downs, but 
my first job is something that 
I will never forget. My first job 
gave me more opportunities to 
expand and grow even more 
professionally. I worked there 
for one year and four months. 
Now, I’m working at The 
Collegian. I know working at 
the newspaper will help me 
grow even more and learn 
more. It’s important to always 
continue moving forward. 
“It hasn’t affected me much … [but] my grade kind of went down.” 
Ale Euresti
Business freshman
“It’s affected me by my grade-point 
average. Brought me down to a 3.0 
instead of the 3.2 that I had. I got an 
A-, which really pretty much is a B. So 
that’s pretty much how it affected me.”
Eduardo Guillen 
Criminal justice sophomore
“Recently I got an A- last semester, and I 
deserved an A, but I got an A- and my GPA 
went down a little bit. Instead of getting 
a 3.8, I got 3.7 and I tried my best to get 
that A. It’s kind of harder with the new 
policy because you really can’t get that 
A, that 4.0 that you really wanted. You 




--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
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“Externalidades,” an exhibit of paintings by Mexican artist 
Humberto Ramírez that depicts the turbulence and disorder happening in 
Mexico, opens with a reception at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Gallery at Rusteberg 
Hall. 
Gallery Director Alejandro Macías described the pieces as “extremely 
powerful” and said the paintings “depict the violence and drug trafficking in 
Mexico.”
Ramírez’s work has been exhibited in Romania at the Bistrița Museum of 
Năsăud as well as in all of the major cities of Mexico. He has received various 
awards throughout his career, including first prizes at the Cintermex Drawing 
Contest and the Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León Watercolor Contest.
Ramírez is a native of Reynosa, Tamaulipas, and resides in Monterrey, Nuevo 
León.
Admission to the show is $1; semester passes are $3. “Externalidades” runs 
until Feb. 15. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday. For more information, call 882-7097.




International Student Organization member Elsa de 
León (right) talks to Student Government Association 
President Arturo Guerra about study abroad programs 
during last Tuesday’s Club Rush at the Student Union. 
The event was part of Welcome Week 
activities at UTB/TSC.
Senior accounting major Pedro 
Rangel gets information about Alpha 
Psi Lambda, a co-ed fraternity from 
members Mirzelen Martinez and Jose 
Carrillo during last Tuesday’s Club 




































Student Union Building Services Supervisor 
Eric Morales gives junior criminal justice 
major Jay Salazar directions to his 
classroom on Jan. 14, the first day of Spring 
2013 classes at UTB/TSC. Information tables 
were set up throughout campus during the 
first two days of classes to help students 
find classroom buildings and to answer other 
questions they might have. 
michelle eSpinoza/Collegian Photos
Freshman communication major 
Jorge Luis Gonzalez (left) plays 
against freshman nursing major 
Jesus Ibarra (second from left) 
while sophomore criminal justice 
major Jorge Martinez (second 
from right) plays against freshman 
nursing major Diego De la Peña 
(right) in the FIFA 13 Tournament 
held in the Student Union Game 
Room last Wednesday. TGIW 
was one of several activities for 
Spring 2013’s Welcome Week. 
De la Peña won the tournament 
and received a $15 gift certificate 
from Border Taco Express, 
according to the Student Union 









Karina Garcia, a transfer student from Paris Junior College, signs a 
letter of intent on Jan. 10 to play volleyball for UT-Brownsville next fall 
semester. Garcia was a standout player at James “Nikki” Rowe High 
School in McAllen, where she was a second team All-District selection 
and helped her team reach the regional quarterfinal round in the 
volleyball state playoffs during her senior year. At Paris Junior College, 
she was an All-Conference pick in the libero position. Shown with Garcia 
are (from left) Athletics Director and Head Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery 
and her parents, Marissa and Adrian Garcia.
Future Ocelot
Courtesy Photo 
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El amor por la música lleva a alumno a Washington, D.C.
Mientras otros estudiantes de 
UTB/TSC estuvieron en casa en el día 
de Martin Luther King Jr., Manuel 
Treviño, un estudiante de educación 
musical de segundo año, se presentó en 
el 57mo. Desfile Inaugural Presidencial 
en Washington, D.C., después de que el 
presidente Obama tomara juramento 
para su segundo término.
Treviño, junto a otros 140 estudiantes 
de alrededor del mundo, hizo una 
presentación con la Percusión de los 
Cruzados de Boston y los Cuerpos 
de la Corneta. Esta banda de música 
se fundó en 1940 y es también un 
miembro fundador de Drum Corps 
International. La organización consiste 
en instrumentos de metal, percusiones 
y un grupo de banderistas menores de 
22 años.
“Una de sus metas es educar a sus 
miembros y esa es la razón principal por 
la que decidí ir”, dijo Treviño. 
Por lo general, los Cruzados hacen 
sus presentaciones en verano, así que, 
en esta época del año, la cantidad de 
miembros disminuye. El grupo publicó 
un anuncio y envió correos electrónicos 
en busca de estudiantes con experiencia 
musical.
Treviño envió su solicitud en navidad.
“Mandé toda mi información, el 
video de la audición y fui elegido para 
marchar”, él dijo.
El graduado de la Preparatoria San 
Benito también audicionó a principios 
del mes pasado durante un campamento 
de los Cruzados de Boston en Denton, 
según un comunicado de la oficina de 
Noticias e Información.
El 28 de diciembre, Treviño 
recibió una llamada de John Haney, 
coordinador de alojamiento de los 
Cruzados de Boston, quien le avisó que 
era uno de los estudiantes seleccionados 
para  presentarse en la inauguración de 
Obama.
La mayoría de los miembros tienen 
experiencia tocando instrumentos en 
la preparatoria y universidad, mientras 
otros han participado con otros cuerpos 
de percusión y cornetas. Treviño tocó la 
tarola durante el desfile. Ha tocado ese 
instrumento durante nueve años.
“Es un honor”, dijo Treviño acerca de 
presentarse con los Cruzados de Boston. 
“Mi meta al final es pasar todo un verano 
con ellos”.
Treviño dijo que tomó un vuelo del 
aeropuerto internacional del Valle en 
Harlingen el viernes a las 10:25 a.m. 
y llegó a Baltimore a las 5 de la tarde. 
Durante el viaje, se dispuso a estudiar 
sus partituras y a practicar la tarola para 
su gran presentación.
El grupo llegó a Washington el lunes.
Treviño, que es miembro del grupo 
de percusión de UTB/TSC recibió la 
beca de música Clara Freshour Nelson 
de parte de la Asociación de Escuelas de 
Música de Texas. 






Especialidad: Matemáticas y 
física
Clasificación: Estudiante de 
tercer año
Lugar de nacimiento: Santiago, 
Chile
¿Qué idioma hablas? “Español 
e inglés”.
¿Por qué decidiste estudiar 
aquí? “Vine a estudiar aquí 
porque el club de ajedrez me dio 
una beca”. 
¿Qué tradiciones hay en tu 
país? “La celebración de las fiestas 
nacionales en agosto dura una 
semana. Acostumbramos a hacer 
‘ramadas’ en la calle con hojas de 
eucalipto y todo es como un parque 
de diversiones”.
Menciona algunos platillos 
típicos: “Las empanadas, que 
es masa con carne, huevo y 
cualquier otra cosa adentro; los 
completos, que son hot dogs, pero 
con aguacate, tomate, chucrut y 
aderezos; también los humitas, 
que se parecen a los tamales, pero 
están hechos sólo de maíz y pueden 
ser dulces o salados”.
¿Cuáles son los lugares 
turísticos? “Lo bueno que 
tiene Chile es que es muy largo, 
entonces el clima es muy variado. 
Por ejemplo, en el norte está el 
desierto florido, que una vez, cada 
cinco años, se llena de flores, es 
muy bonito. Como el sur no está 
muy poblado, hay muchos paisajes 
que están intactos; hay glaciares 
y lagos muy bonitos. Además, 
también están las Torres del Paine 
(un grupo de montañas)”.
¿Qué diferencias y 
similitudes encuentras entre 
tu país y E.E.U.U.? “Chile es 
más conservador. En Chile, los 
que estudian para ingenieros, 
trabajan como ingenieros. En 
Estados Unidos podrían terminar 
trabajando como administrativos o 
qué sé yo, aquí hay más flexibilidad 
laboral. En la universidad, por 
ejemplo, uno solamente estudia lo 
que tiene que estudiar y aquí tengo 
que tomar clases como gobierno 
en lugar de enfocarme sólo en las 
clases de mi carrera. Chile es el 
país menos machista de América: 
cuando un hombre y una mujer 
salen juntos, se acostumbra a que 
cada quien pague su parte. Si un 
hombre se ofrece a pagar, la mujer 
no lo acepta”.
Anécdota: “Cuando llegué aquí, 
yo sólo sabía unas cuantas frases 
en inglés, entonces, en una clase 
que tuve, el maestro nos encargó 
una tarea muy larga que en verdad 
yo no entendía. Tuve un cero de 
calificación, así que hablé con el 
profe y le expliqué que ésa era 
mi primera semana en Estados 
Unidos, que no entendía muy 
bien el inglés y que me diera otra 
oportunidad. Él sólo me dijo: ‘Pon 
empeño en la siguiente tarea, esta 
vez tienes un cero’.  Y así me quedé 
con un cero y al maestro no le 
importó que yo no hablara inglés”.





Manuel Treviño, estudiante de educación musical de segundo año, se 
presentó en el 57mo. Desfile Inaugural Presidencial como miembro de 
la Percusión de los Cruzados de Boston, el lunes en Washington, D.C.
acres belong to the city and about 
35 to Abraham Galonsky and his 
partners. Galonsky, Martinez said, 
has previously sold land to the 
university. 
“He’s already sold some property 
to the university across the street 
and he said he’s willing to go 
through that process and would do 
anything in his power to cooperate 
with the university so that they can 
acquire a title to that property,” the 
mayor said.
Lastly, Martinez mentioned 
that the issue of odor from the 
wastewater treatment plant 
in the Southmost area was on 
the Brownsville Public Utilities 
Board agenda. He said PUB had 
performed preliminary engineering 
sub-studies on the matter.
Among the attendees was 
UTB Provost Alan Artibise, who 
summarized the current standing 
of the university and what lies 
ahead as the separation from Texas 
Southmost College ensues. 
Currently, the university owns 
110 acres of land but needs to triple 
that amount for its current site to 
be considered a location, Artibise 
said. 
“Our choice is if we want to stay 
where we are and if the regents are 
to be convinced that that is a good 
option, we need to get on the upper 
side of 300 acres. … To be on the 
safe side, we prefer 400 acres,” he 
said.
Artibise said most university 
campuses across the country are of 
that size.
The 110 acres in the university’s 
possession include the “Duckhead” 
property, about 68 acres east of 
Expressway 77/83 and near the 
Veterans International Bridge 
at Los Tomates; the Casa Bella 
student housing complex; the Life 
and Health Sciences Building, 
the Science and Engineering 
Technology Building; the 
Education and Business Complex; 
the Biomedical Research and 
Health Professions Building; and 
a small building in construction 
adjacent to the former. 
In February, the University 
of Texas System Site Selection 
Committee will present the UT 
System board of regents with 
several possible sites and the board 
will “endeavor to make a decision” 
during a meeting in March, Artibise 
said. 
Purchasing, designing, 
constructing and occupying 
buildings takes two to four years; 
therefore, if a new campus is built 
a site must be chosen this year, 
Artibise said.
He said having a contiguous 
campus is one of the concerns and 
would allow more control over 
environmental issues, the flow of 
students and traffic concerns.
“We’re trying very hard to 
develop a campus where there 
would be no cars inside the campus 
and there would be walkways and 
bicycle paths, all the kinds of things 
that we all read about and know 
about,” Artibise said. 
He mentioned some benefits of 
remaining at the current location, 
such as synergies between UTB and 
the city and the output of resources 
that the university will offer.
Artibise said under the plan to 
merge UT-Brownsville with UT-
Pan American,  “we will be on our 
path to being what we in our jargon 
call a research one university, 
where we would bring four, five, 
20 times that number [in research 
dollars] over the next couple of 
decades.”
“So, I can see the University of 
the Americas, or whatever it ends 
up being called … having a research 
expenditure in the three to four 
hundred million dollars a year 
range up and down the Valley, with 
a good chunk of that being at UT-
Brownsville,” he said. “So, this does 
open the doors to more federal 
access than we’ve had to date.” 
CAMPUS
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the Harlingen- San Benito 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization.
“Valley Metro staff are part 
of the project review committee 
and I’ve been working very 
closely with them throughout 
the study,” he told The Collegian 
via e-mail after the meeting.
The year-old Route 45 
provides transportation to 
students from Harlingen, San 
Benito and Los Fresnos to 
UTB/TSC. The fare is 75 cents 
for students with an ID. It is 
the second busiest of all routes 
serving the Harlingen and San 
Benito area, and Los Fresnos 
students make up 10 percent of 
the ridership. 
UTB officials expressed 
concern about the plan.
“It’s very important that 
students be able to get from Los 
Fresnos to Brownsville,” said 
Ruth Ann Ragland, associate 
provost for community outreach 
and special projects.
Palchik said one solution is 
to have on-call zones, which 
will designate a bus to the 
zones to provide curb service to 
passengers to connect to Route 
45. The passengers would call in 
advance to set up a pickup time. 
Passengers also could set up a 
subscription trip, which allows 
them to be picked up every 
day at a set time. The two call 
zones for Route 45 would be Los 
Fresnos and Los Indios.    
The proposed network would 
provide fewer deviations from 
the primary corridor in order 
to reduce the ride time to 90 
minutes in each direction. It 
would also adjust service times to 
coordinate with the university’s 
peak class attendance times. 
Another important feature of 
the proposed change will be the 
establishment of “park and ride” 
and route transfer points. 
Veronica Mendez, UTB’s 
associate vice president 
for facilities and planning, 
suggested waiting another year 
before changing Route 45 in 
order to collect accurate data on 
ridership and give the university 
more time to promote the route.
Valley Metro is operated by 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Development Council. Valley 
Metro also serves communities 
in Hidalgo and Willacy counties.
Asked what the next step is in 
the process for the plan, Palchik 
replied via e-mail: “Regarding 
the next steps, I will be 
presenting the final draft report 
to the project review committee 
within the next couple of 
weeks. This report will likely go 
through a series of comments 
and revisions before the ‘draft’ 
is dropped from ‘final.’” 
BUS
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Jan.17: The Consulate of Mexico 
in Brownsville will host the exhibit 
“MEXICA III” by artist Mark Clark at the 
ITEC Center through April.  Admission is 
free. For more information call 542-2051.
FaculTy in concerT
Jan. 25: Flutist Cristina Ballatori and 
clarinetist Jonathan Guist will perform in 
concert at 8 p.m. in the Arts Center. Ballatori 
and Guist are assistant professors in UTB/
TSC’s Music Department. For tickets ($5 to 
$10), call 882-7025 or e-mail patron@utb.
edu.
FaculTy Jazz concerT
Jan. 28: Music and Behavioral Sciences 
faculty members Terry Tomlin, Richard 
Urbiš and Matt Johnson, along with 
student Javier Alcala and special guest 
Clay Moore will perform jazz music at 
8 p.m. in the Arts Center. Selections will 
include works by Antônio Carlos Jobim, 
Thelonious Monk and Charlie Parker. 
For tickets ($5 to $10), call 882-7025 or 
patrons@utb.edu.
Spi KiTe FeST
Feb. 1-3: The City of South Padre Island 
will host its 13th annual Kite Fest. Activities 
will include displays, performances, a silent 
auction, a kite drawing and hourly prizes. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call B&S Kites at 761-1248 or e-mail 
bskites@hotmail.com.
dalÍ STring QuarTeT
Feb. 7: The Dalí Quartet, whose 
repertoire includes classical and Latin-
American music, will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Arts Center. For tickets ($5 to $50), 
call 882-7750 or e-mail dan.barnard@utb.edu. 
‘FooTlooSe: THe MuSical’
Feb. 8: The Camille Playhouse will 
present “Footloose: the Musical” at 8 
p.m., followed by an ’80s Dance Party 
at the Civic Pavilion at Dean Porter 
Park. Tickets for the musical are $5 to $15. 
Tickets for the party are $60 and include 
show ticket, entry to the dance party, 
hors d’oeuvres, wine, beer and scotch bar. 
“Footloose” will also be performed at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 9, 15 and 16, and at 2:30 p.m. Feb. 10 
and 17. For more information, call 542-
8900.
--Compiled by Cori Aiken
Upcoming Events 
Aries (March 21-April 19)-This is your 
week to strive for what you’ve wanted all 
along. Stop at nothing and fight for what 
you believe as long as your intentions are 
good. A huge change is headed your way 
this week.  You may want to speed things 
up in relationships but don’t! Take things 
slow, the planets are not quite aligned.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)-As Uranus 
migrates into the house of fashion, it’s 
time for a crucial change. The time is right 
to change your wardrobe; the year is still 
young. Be careful with the ones you trust--a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing is near. Your health 
seems to improve thanks to your eating 
habits. The key for this week is to treat 
those around you kindly; you never know 
when the tables will turn.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)-Things are 
going to be getting even better this week, 
especially in your love life. You might get 
a pleasant unexpected visit this week from 
someone you haven’t seen for some time. 
Be sure to balance things out and also 
work hard. Your no-fast-food diet has been 
paying off; keep it up.  
Cancer (June 22-July 22)-Make sure 
you pay attention to friends this week; they 
will need you. You are reaping the benefits 
of your work. Keep working hard and if you 
haven’t, only you can change that. Financial 
activity seems to improve this week for you. 
Do not let the week end without taking an 
unexpected action.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)-Good things 
are headed your way as you drive into the 
house of love. The key to success this week 
is to be humble and also to let your worries 
go at least for a while. The stars are aligned, 
so don’t hesitate to buy a lotto ticket.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)-Your couch 
potato days are over. Get to work, Virgo! 
A good dose of communication is sure to 
improve your week. The weekend will be 
filled with excitement only if you put in 
the effort during the week. Your financial 
situation may take a blow this week; be 
sure to keep an eye your credit.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)-While your 
week is off to a rocky start do not get 
discouraged, Libra. Be patient as the 
week improves. Do not focus on small, 
insignificant things. This weekend is the 
time for you to take up that kitchen activity 
that you like the most. 
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)-Be wise, 
Scorpio, otherwise you will only end up 
stinging yourself. The way you treat people 
will either help your or hurt you. An 
unexpected financial occurrence will come 
this week. Make a schedule for this week 
and that will improve things for you.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)-A nice 
action you took to help someone recently 
will bring rewards. Seek something different 
this week. The best way to relax this 
week is to have a good laugh. Take up an 
extracurricular activity, maybe sign up for 
foreign language classes. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan 19)-This week will 
be your best yet! The odds are in your favor and 
your romantic life is settling fast. Any secrets 
must be expelled now before it’s too late.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)-It seems your 
planning is beginning to pay off. Stay on track 
and don’t rest on your laurels. Speed up! This 
week you must do things fast but also well 
done. Your financial situation will only improve 
from here on this month--if you let it, of course. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)-A busy 
week awaits you. While you will have some 
bumps on the road, the weekend will allow 
you to enjoy yourself. A surprise will come 
your way at some point this week.  
By Héctor Aguilar
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Borderline LivingSpotlighting the valley’S moSt intereSting    placeS and eventS
The Children’s Museum of Brownsville, 
located in Dean Porter Park, is a place where 
children can have fun learning through 
discovery and imagination. The museum is 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
Admission is $5 per person, free for children 
age 12 months and younger. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult. The museum 
offers a variety of volunteer opportunities for 




down foam animal 
blocks while his 
mother Jamie 
watches over him 
last Wednesday in 
the “construction 
zone” of the 
museum.
Austin holds a toy 
fish in his hand 




Museum has a 
KRGV-TV Channel 
5 weather station 
area, where kids 





formed. Kids can 
stand in front of a 
green screen and 
watch themselves 
on the TV screen. 
Brite’s Gift Shop, where one can buy a variety of toys, is located 
toward the entrance of the Children’s Museum of Brownsville.
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